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Diversity Network Accreditation – Distinction Case Study 

            

                          

Distinction -  

Organisation – Wythenshawe Community Housing Group 

Project/Initiative – Real Foods 

 

          Real Food Wythenshawe was launched in 2012 with  £1,000,000 of Big 

Lottery funding. 

  

The bid was written with 8 local partners: Wythenshawe Hospital, 

Manchester College, Emerge, Manchester City Council, Creative 

Concern, The Forum, St Modwens with Wythenshawe Community 

Housing Group as the lead partner. 

 

          Real Food Wythenshawe has 5 Flagship areas : 

1. The Biosphere 

2. Green Spaces to Growing Places 

3. Harvesting Abundance 

4. Wythenshawe Park, farm and Walled Garden 

5. Eating and Cooking sustainably       

 

Real Food is focused on supporting people in Wythenshawe to ‘grow it, 

cook it, eat it’ fresh, sustainable food.  

Support is on hand with practical activities to help local people to develop 

and refresh cooking and gardening skills .Over the 5 years of the project, 

Real Food will establish new food-based enterprises, providing training 

and employment opportunities. 
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There is a clear  communications campaign to help spread the word about 

the Project. Real Food has attracted a large following on Face book and 

Twitter. 

 

There is team of dedicated staff and community volunteers in place to 

ensure that it runs successfully and meets its objectives.  

 

The aim of the programme is to: 

Get healthy: take control over what you and your family are eating by 

learning how to make fresh, home-cooked food.  

Save money: To encourage residents to learn how to grow their own, 

to learn to cook or to buy local, seasonal produce which are also 

cheaper. 

Learn and share: learn from our growing, healthy eating and cookery 

experts, or to encourage people to come and share their skills with the 

rest of the community. 

 

Outcomes 

The Real Food Wythenshawe programme is focused on delivering: 

 

• A programme that engages a new generation with food, developing 

their awareness of the connections between the food they eat, their 

health, and climate change through building and running innovative 

sustainable indoor growing systems. 
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• A network of community growing and cooking initiatives, engaging 

with those most in need of access to healthy food and exercise, and 

developing new initiatives where there is an unmet need. 

• Increasing the scale, variety and connectivity of local food production 

– maximising the use of local green spaces at all scales and moving 

towards continuous urban food production. 

• A programme that helps more people in Wythenshawe to enjoy 

reasonably priced, sustainably produced and locally grown food 

through development of food businesses, social enterprises and 

markets that meet community needs. 

• An increased understanding across the community of the benefits of a 

more sustainable diet, both to the climate and to individuals’ health. 

• Projects that look to generate employment and training initiatives, 

with real jobs, apprenticeships and internships.  

 We will deliver these outcomes through a range of projects that will 

be led by the Real Food Wythenshawe partners, as well as through 

activity at several community hubs across the area and work carried 

out by a team of Real Food Wythenshawe programme co-ordinators. 

 

 


