
Housing 
Anoraks’ quiz



History of Housing (1)

When did the first voluntary housing 
schemes begin?



Answer:

• 10th Century  - according to the Almshouse 
Association the first one was founded by King 
Athelstan in York 



History of housing (2)

What event in the late 18th and early 19th

Centuries created massive social problems 
in Britain, and what were they?



Answer:
• Industrial Revolution
• Massive increase in the number of factories 
• People from the countryside moved to 

towns 
• Cities filled to overflowing
• People crowded into already crowded 

houses
• New ‘back to back’ houses were built for 

workers
• Breeding ground for disease 
• 1000’s died of cholera in typhus, smallpox 

and dysentery.



History of housing (3)

WW1 and WW2 had an effect on our 
housing supply.

Give one example of this for WW1 and 
one example for WW2.



Answer:• World war 1

– Homes fit for heroes

– Slum clearance

– Town planning (Addison Act)

– More council houses built

– New subsidy arrangements eg Wheatley Act

• World War 2

– Houses destroyed

– New Towns/Overspill towns

– Slums cleared

– Communities broken up

– Massive house building programme

– Pre-fabs



History of housing (4)

Which government built most council 
houses in a single year – and which year?



Answer:

• Conservatives

• 1954

• 257,000 homes were built



Housing jargon

What do the following stand for?
1. RP
2. CBL
3. HCA
4. DCLG
5. DWP
6. ALMO
7. LSVT



Answers:

1. Registered Provider

2. Choice Based Lettings

3. Homes and Communities Agency

4. Department of Communities and Local 
Government

5. Department of Work and Pensions

6. Arms Length Management Organisation

7. Large Scale Voluntary Transfer



Picture round (1)

Who is this and 
what did she do?



Answer:

1. Octavia Hill

2. Came up with idea of housing 
management, combining rent collection with 
management



Picture round (2)

Who is this and 
what is his role?



Answer:

1. Gavin Barwell

2. Conservative MP for Croydon Central

3. Minister of State for Housing &Planning 
and Minister for London

Picture source :The Telegraph, 9/10/2016



Picture round (3)

Who is this and 
what is his 
role?



Answer:

1. David Orr

2. Chief Executive of the National Housing 
Federation

Picture source :The Guardian, 9/2/2011



Picture round (4)

Who’s the old relic?



Answer:

A blast from the past – King Athelstan of York 

(remember the Alms Houses!)

Picture source: http://anglosaxonliterature.wikispaces.com/Anglo-Saxon+Rulers



Current (1)

What proportion of government spending goes 
on capital investment in housing compared to 
revenue (via Housing Benefit)?



Answer:
• 95% of government spending 

on HB

• 5% on capital investment



Current (2)

What links RedBrick, SPeye and NearlyLegal?



Answer:

They are all housing blogs



Current (3)

How much of England is 
green space, roads, 
domestic gardens and 
housing?



Answer:


