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This calendar highlights significant days and festivals during 2020. The purpose of this calendar is to bring together
key religious dates, awareness raising days and dates that recognise or celebrate diversity. This is a useful tool to )
assist in ensuring that planned events do not clash with religious dates and that important awareness raising days

are observed and planned for.

It is important to remember that people practice their faith in different ways and it is best not to make
assumptions.

* Many Christians have congregational prayer on a Sunday. /\
* Jewish days begin and end at sunset, and Jewish festivals and holy days always commence a short time before

sunset and terminate at nightfall the following day — approximately a 25 hour period.
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* The Muslim day is from sunset to sunset, Friday is a day of congregational prayer (usually after noon). -~



J O n U O ry National Braille Literacy Awareness Month

1s*New Year's Day/Hogmanay
Bank Holiday — UK & RO
Feast of St. Basil - Orthodox Christian

2nd Bank Holiday — Scotland
Birthday of Guru Gobind Singh - Sikhism
Bodhi Day — Buddhism

4th World Braille Day
5 Twelfth Night - Christian 6 7 8 9 10 11 12
6th Epiphany — Christian

7 Orthodox Christmas Day
Fast of 10 Tevet - Judaism

13 14 15 16 17 18 19
10t Mahayana New Year — Buddhism
12t Baptism of the Lord Jesus — Christian
13" Seijin no hi (Coming of Age Day) - Shinto
20 21 22 23 24 25 26
14th Maghi - Sikhism
Orthodox New Year — Orthodox Christian
15t Makar Sankranti - Hinduism
27 28 29 30 31

19" World Religion Day
20t Martin Luther King Day
Timkat - Ethiopian Orthodox Christian

v ) .,
25™ Robert Burns Night BUDDHISM %8  CHRISTIANITY T sam@®  ubaism £X winouism 3B sikhism @ BAHA'| i::é

Chinese New Year

Religious dates with a * next to them usually begin at sundown the day before this date.

27" Holocaust Memorial Day

29 Vasant Panchami - Hinduism



"~ “Braille is knowledge and knowledge is power” - Louis Braille



February

LGBT History Month

15t World Hijab Day

2nd Candlemas — Christian

Imbolc - Lughassad * - Wicca/Pagan
Zacchaeus Sunday — Orthodox Christian

3rd Setsubun - Shinto
4 World Cancer Day
9th Autism Sunday

10 Tu B'Shvat — Judaism
Magha Puja - Buddhism

11* Our Lady of Lourdes - Christian
14t Sqint Valentine's Day — Christian

15t Parinirvana - Buddhism, Jainism
International Childhood Cancer Day

20t — World Day of Social Justice
215t - Maha Shivaratri - Hinduism
234 — Meatfare Sunday - Orthodox Christian
25th — Shrove Tuesday — Christian
26" — Ash Wednesday - Christian

26"-29" . Intercalary Days - Baha'i

Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Saturday Sunday

World Hijab Day

Childhood
-|- Cancer Day

World Cancer
Day

World Day of
Social Justice

Intercalary Intercalary
Days - begin Days - end

T 3% %

. Gy , .
BUDDHISM % CHRISTIANITY -I- ISLAM Q JUDAISM ‘iﬂ HINDUISM GO SIKHISM @ BAHA'I i:%

Religious datfes with a * next to them usually begin at sundown the day before this date.
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M O rC h International Women's History Month

Saint David's Day — Christian
Nineteen Day Fast begins* — Baha'i

Self-Injury Awareness Day Zero
Discrimination
2nd Great Lent begins — Orthodox Christian Day

8t International Women's Day {:% -I-

Sunday of Orthodoxy — Orthodox Christian
12 13 14
T H| Py
16

World Down World Water
Syndrome Day

¢t

International
Women's
Day

9t Holika Dahan - Hinduism
Fast of Esther — Judaism

10t Holi * — Hinduism
Purim* — Judaism
Hola Mohalla - Sikhism

17t Saint Patrick's Day — Christian
Bank Holiday — Northern Ireland & ROI

19t Saint Joseph’s Day — Christian
Naw-RUz (New Year)* - Baha'i -I-
Nineteen Day Fast (end) - Baha'i

20t Spring Equinox

Nowruz (New Year) - Persian/Zoroastrian World

Tuberculosis

215t World Down Syndrome Day Day

International Day for the Elimination of
Racial Discrimination

22nd World Water Day
Mothering Sunday - Christian
Lailat al Mirqj - Islam .
BUDDHISM % CHRISTIANITY 'I' ISLAM (t JUDAISM XX  HINDUISM 3’6 NIGINY @ BAHA'[ {}
24 World Tuberculosis Day

Religious datfes with a * next to them usually begin at sundown the day before this date.

29t Daylight Saving Time starts




ed.” - Maya Ahgelou
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/ \ p rI | Stress Awareness Month

2nd World Autism Awareness Day
Rama Navami — Hinduism

5th Palm Sunday - Christian ] 2 3 4 5
6" Mahavir Jayanti — Jain

7" World Health Day
Theravada New Year — Buddhism

8'h Fast of Firstborn — Judaism b 7 8 % 10 11 12

Hanuman Jayanti — Hinduism

9 Maundy Thursday — Christian
Pesach (Passover)* start — Judaism
Lailat al Bara’ah * - Islam

10t Good Friday — Christian

13 14 15 16 17 18 19

11t Lazarus Saturday — Orthodox Christian
Holy Saturday - Christian

12t Easter Sunday — Christian
Palm Sunday - Orthodox Christian

13" Vaisakhi (New Year) - Sikhism 20 21 292 23 24 25 26

Easter Monday — Bank Holiday
16" Pesach (Passover) end — Judaism

17 Holy Friday — Orthodox Christian

18" Birthday of Guru Tegh Bahadur — Sikhism
Birthday of Guru Angad Dev - Sikhism 27 28 29 30
Holy Saturday — Orthodox Christian
19" Pascha (Easter) - Orthodox Christian
20 First Day of Ridvan * - Baha'i

22d Earth Day

BUDDHISM @ CHRISTIANITY -I- ISLAM (t JUDAISM X? HINDUISM \3% SIKHISM @ BAHA'i é::k

2314 Saint George's Day — Christian
24 Ramadan begins* — Islam

26t Akshaya Tritiya — Hinduism, Jain
28" Ninth Day of Ridvan * — Baha'i

Religious datfes with a * next to them usually begin at sundown the day before this date.
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May

Mental Health Awareness Month

1st Beltane — Wicca/Pagan
Twelfth Day of Ridvan * — Baha'i

2nd Birthday of Guru Arjan Dev — Sikhism
7™ Vesak - Buddha Day - Buddhism

8t World Red Cross and Red Crescent Day
Bank Holiday — UK and ROI

12th Lag B'Omer * - Judaism

13t Our Lady of Fatima - Catholic Christian

15" International Day of Families

17" International Day against Homophobia,
Biphobia and Transphobia
(IDAHOBIT day)

19th - Laylat al-Qadr (Night of Power) — Islam

21t World Day for Cultural Diversity for
Dialogue and Development
Ascension Day — Christian

22nd |International Day for Biological Diversity
Quds Day * - Islam

23rd Birthday of Guru Amar Das — Sikhism
Declaration of the Bab * — Baha'i

24 Eid al Fitr * - Islam
25t Spring Bank Holiday — UK and RO

28t Ascension of Baha'u'llah * - Baha'l
Ascension Day — Orthodox Christian

29t Shavuot (Pentecost) * — Judaism

31st Pentecost - Christian

International IDAHOBIT
Day of Day
Families

Spring Bank
Holiday

y % .
BUDDHISM @ CHRISTIANITY -I- ISLAM Q JUDAISM \:X HINDUISM \30 SIKHISM @ BAHA’I{?

Religious dates with a * next to them usually begin at sundown the day before this date.
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June

Gypsy, Roma and Traveller History Month

15t Global Day of Parents
Whit Monday — Christian

4t International Day of Innocent Children
Victims of Aggression

5t World Environment Day

7' Trinity Sunday — Christian
Pentecost - Orthodox Christian

11t Corpus Christi — Catholic Christian
12 World Day Against Child Labour

14t World Blood Donor Day
Race Unity Day

15t World Elder Abuse Awareness Day

16t Martyrdom of Guru Arjan Dev - Sikhism

19th Feast of the Sacred Heart -
Catholic Christian

20t World Refugee Day

Summer Solstice — Northern Hemisphere

21st World Humanist Day
Father’'s Day

24 Litha - Yule - Wicca/Pagan
Nativity of Saint John the Baptist —
Christian

29t Feast of Saints Peter and Paul - Christian

Global Day of

Parents
.l.

World Elder
Abuse
Awareness
Day

BUDDHISM @

CHRISTIANITY -I-

World
Environment
Day

World Day
Against Child
Labour

| Mondoy  Tuesday  Wechesday | Twsdoy | Fidoy  Sawrday  Sunday
2 3 6

World
Refugee Day

World Blood
Donor Day

World
Humanist
Day

. C7 ) e
JuDAISM XX HINDUISM 3B SIKHISM @ BAHA'( {1:%

Religious dates with a * next to them usually begin at sundown the day before this date.







J U |y Natfional Make a Difference for Children Month

4th US Independence Day
Asalha Puja (Dharma Day) — Buddhism

5th Birthday of Guru Hargobind — Sikhism

9th Martyrdom of the Bab* - Baha'i
Fast of 17 Tammuz - Judaism

11* Saint Benedict Day - Christian 6 7 8 9 ] O ] ] ] 2
World Population Day
12t Battle of the Boyne (Orangemen’s Day)

13t Bank Holiday — Northern Ireland

15' World Youth Skills Day 13 14 15 16 17 18 19

18t Nelson Mandela International Day

22nd Feast Day of Saint Mary - Christian

234 Birthday of Guru Har Krishan - Sikhism 20 21 29 23 24 25 26

Birthday of Emperor Haile Selassie -

Rastafari

24" Pioneer Day - Mormon Christian

25" Saint James the Great Day — Christian
27 28 29 30 31

28" World Hepatitis Day

30" International Friendship Day
World Day against Trafficking Persons
Tish’a B’Av (Fast of 9 Av) — Judaism

e yave
Wadf al Arafa* - Islam BUDDHISM 58 CHRISTIANITY'I' ISLAM (t JUDAISM XX HINDUISM 30  SIKHISM @ BAHA'I i}
31¢t Eid al Adha* - Islam

Religious dates with a * next to them usually begin at sundown the day before this date.







A U g U S-l- National Breastfeeding Month

1t Lammas - Christian
Lughnassadh - Imbolc - Wicca/Pagan .I 2

34 Summer Bank Holiday - Scotland & ROI
Raksha Bandhan - Hinduism

6t Transfiguration Sunday - Christian
Transfiguration of the Lord — Orthodox 3 4 5 6 / 8 9
Christian

9t International Day of the World's Indigenous
Peoples

11t Krishna Janmashtami — Hinduism ] O ] ] ] 2 ] 3 ] 4 ] 5 ] 6
12t International Youth Day

15" Assumption of Blessed Virgin Mary -

Catholic Christian 17 18 19 20 21 22 23

Dormition of the Theotokos -
Orthodox Christian

16t Paryushana begins - Jain

19th World Humanitarian Day 24 25 26 27 28 29 30
20t Al-Hijra/Muharram -New Year* — [slam

224 Ganesh Chaturthi - Hinduism

23'd Samvatsari — Jain 3 ]

29th Beheading of Saint John the Baptist -
Christian
Ashura* — Islom

C7e
31t Summer Bank Holiday - BUDDHISM @ CHRISTIANITY -I- ISLAM Q JUDAISM Xy HINDUISM \30 SIKHISM @ BAHA'i f‘:%
England, Wales and Northern Ireland

Religious datfes with a * next to them usually begin at sundown the day before this date.




A ihhecﬁve of being happy; our lives are all different and yet the
] S same.” - Anne Frank




September o o o

1st Anant Chaturdashi - Jain

1 2 3 4 S 6
5t International Day of Charity
8th Nativity of Virgin Mary — Christian
International Literacy Day
/ 8 9 10 11 12 13

10t World Suicide Prevention Day
11t Ethiopian New Year's Day - Rastafari

14th The Triumph of the Cross — Christian 14 15 16 17 18 19 20

15t International Day of Democracy

19th — 20th Rosh Hashanah* - Judaism

21+ International Day of Peace 2 ] 22 23 24 25 26 27
World Alzheimer's Day
Fast of Gedaliah - Judaism

22nd Autumn Equinox

27t Elevation of the Holy Cross - 28 29 30

Orthodox Christian

28t Meskel - Ethiopian Orthodox Christian
Yom Kippur (Day of Atonement) * -
Judaism

e e
29 Michaelmas — Christian BUDDHISM 8} CHRISTIANITY T isiam (> Jubasm XX HiNDusM 3D sIKHISM @ BAHA'I {;k

Religious dates with a * next to them usually begin at sundown the day before this date.







October

Black History Month

15t International Day of Older Persons Tuesday

2nd Feast of the Guardian Angels — Christian
International Day of Non-Violence

3rd — 9th Sykkot (Tabernacles) * - Judaism

4t Saint Francis Day - Christian
9t Birthday of Guru Ram Das - Sikhism

10t World Mental Health Day
Shmini Atzeret (8t Day of Assembly) *
- Judaism

11t Simchat Torah
(Celebration of the Torah) - Judaism

16" World Food Day

17 International Day for the Eradication of
Poverty

17t - 25t Navaratri - Hinduism

18t Saint Luke, Apostle & Evangelist —Christian i:%
Birth of the Bab* — Baha'i

th R:, 10 * _ 1’y
19t Birth of Baha'v’llah* - Baha'i Bank Holiday

25% Dussehra - Hinduism (RO

British Summer Time ends

26t Bank Holiday — ROI

29t Milad un Nabi (Mawlid) — Islam

31t All Hallows' Eve (Halloween) — Christian

Wednesday Thursday

International
Day of Older
Persons

NeliVicele}%
World Mental
Health Day

World Food

Day
.l.

BUDDHISM &  CHRISTANITY T 1sLAM (= upasm XX HiNDuSM 3B SIKHISM @ BAHA'l i}

Religious dates with a * next to them usually begin at sundown the day before this date.
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N OV e m b e r Men's Health Awareness Month

1st All Saints' Day — Christian

2nd All Soul’s Day — Christian
Coronation of Emperor Haile Selassie | -
Rastafari ]

5th Guy Fawkes Night
8th Remembrance Sunday

11 Armistice Day 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

13t World Kindness Day

14t World Diabetes Day

Diwali/Deepavali - Hinduism 9 ] O ] ] ] 2 ] 3 ] 4 ] 5

Bandi Chhor Divas — Sikhism
19t International Men’s Day

20" Transgender Day of Remembrance

Universal Children’s Day ] 6 ] 7 ] 8 ] 9 20 2] 22

21+t Presentation of the Theotokos
— Orthodox Christian

22nd Feast of Christ the King — Christian 23 24 25 26 27 28 29
24 Martyrdom of Guru Tegh Bahadur - Sikhism

25 International Day for the Elimination of
Violence against Women
Birthday of Guru Nanak Dev - Sikhism 30
Day of the Covenant * - Baha'i

26 Thanksgiving Day - Interfaith USA
27 Ascension of Abdu'l-Baha * - Baha'i
28t Nativity Fast begins - Orthodox Christian S @ .,

Y ° BUDDHISM @ CHRISTIANITY -|- ISLAM (t JUDAISM X:X HINDUISM \30 SIKHISM BAHA'I i}
29 Advent Sunday - Christian

30 Saint Andrew's Day — Christian Religious dates with a * next to them usually begin at sundown the day before this date.
Bank Holiday (Scotland)
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“Life is about celebrating uniqueness, diversity, qnd%’rﬁen bringing it all iég ther like ’.

the varied colours of a rainbow. Different yet cogng_cied.” i




D e C e I I I b e r Universal Human Rights Month
| 2 3 4 5 6

2nd |nternational Day of the Abolition of
Slavery

34 International Day of Persons with
Disabilities

6™ Saint Nicholas Day — Christian 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

8th Feast of the Immaculate Conception
- Christian

9t International Anti-Corruption Day

10" Human Rights Day

10t — 17t Chanukah - Judaism 14 15 16 17 18 19 20
20" International Human Solidarity Day

215t Winter Solstice

22nd Yyle — Christian

Yule - Litha * - Wicca/Pagan 2 ] 22 23 24 25 26 27

Northern and Southern Hemispheres
24 Christmas Eve — Christian

25t Christmas Day — Christian

26t Boxing Day 28 29 30 3]

Saint Stephen’s Day — Christian

27" Feast of the Holy Family —
Catholic Christian

th _ Tt N " .,
28" Holy Innocents — Chrisfian suooHism & christanmy T isam & Jupaism XX HINDUISM 30  SIKHISM @ BAHA'] iﬁ;‘s’
Bank Holiday - UK & ROI

31%' Hogmanay/ New Year's Eve Religious dates with a * next to them usually begin at sundown the day before this date.
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CERTIFIED

The CPD Certification
Service

For more information or to make suggestions for the calendar please contact
us by emailing info@housingdiversitynetwork.co.uk

© Housing Diversity Network Limited

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced or transmitted in any form or by any means, or stored in any retrieval system of any nature
without prior written permission, except for permitted fair dealing under the Copyright, Designs and Patents Act 1998 or in accordance with the terms of any
licence regarding the photocopying and/or reprographic reproduction. Application for permission for use of copyright material including permission to reproduce
extracts in other published works shall be made to Housing Diversity Network. Full acknowledgment of the authorship must be given. Warning: the doing

of an unauthorised act in relation to a copyright work may result in both a civil claim for damages and/or criminal prosecution. This publication (and any
materials supplied with it) contains confidential and proprietary information and is intended solely for the persons licensed to use it. Unauthorised disclosure of
this publication [and material] may cause loss entitling Housing Diversity Network to an injunction or other equitable relief.



