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Message from Manchester Equalities and Welfare Reform Event 

I’m delighted to report back on a really upbeat event in Manchester attended by 40 delegates, 

two practitioner presenters, our partners CLES and Kate Green MP, Shadow Equalities 

Minister. 

The practitioners from Places for People and Golden Gates Housing Trust powerfully re-

affirmed one of the real strengths of the social housing sector, namely its capacity to come up 

with comprehensive and, occasionally, really innovative solutions to complex issues. Quite 

often (though at times quite understandably!) providers are less keen to share their more 

innovative approaches – but what this event demonstrated is that on the issue of welfare 

reform organisations seem to be very open about sharing all their practice and this surely has 

to be a good thing! Details of the presentations from both practitioner presenters are 

available by contacting Carla@housingdiversitynetwork.co.uk 

Kate Green MP needed to demonstrate to the audience that her Party, should it form the 

next Government, could set out an alternative agenda rather than just criticise current 

Government policy. According to the evaluation sheets from delegates she seems to have 

delivered rather well on this challenge. Highlights of the first part of her presentation 

included: 

- Spelling out the inevitable consequences of current welfare reform change in terms of 

 increased hardship, rise in poverty and personal debt. 

- Outlining adverse equality impacts for example of cuts on disabled people, on young 

 people hit by the single room extension and on children affected by cuts in benefit. 

- The huge challenge for the Labour Party in how best to respond to the clear hardening 

 of public opinion with, for example, disability charities reporting concern over 

 worsening attitudes to disabled people and that the goodwill generated at the time of 

 the 2012 Paralympics increasingly a distant memory. 

- The so-called “demonization” of the poor by some in the media and by some 

 politicians.  

Delegates were on-side with much of this but were really very keen to hear what the 

approach of a Labour Government would be to these issues and the Shadow Minister 

outlined a number of commitments: 

mailto:Carla@housingdiversitynetwork.co.uk
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- The focus would change from welfare reform to clearly spelling out and addressing the real problem - “a poorly 

 functioning labour market characterised by structural injustices and barriers”. 

- Solutions would therefore not be primarily around welfare sanctions and incentives but around the living wage, 

 childcare, skills, flexible working etc. 

- Moving away from the concept of “welfare” and encouraging the public to see “social security” as providing vital 

 support over the course of a life-time, smoothing events that could happen to any of us – sickness, parenthood, 

 retirement, redundancy - with times when you pay in and times when you pay out. (Encouragingly, early 

 academic studies from the universities of Loughborough and York for JRF on minimum income standards show 

 signs of public support.) 

- Housing providers encouraged in particular in their role as employers to look harder at addressing workplace 

inequalities including progression and career planning for junior staff; encouraged to make more use of equality 

impact assessments not just to test the impact of a policy but to also identify problems and gaps in the first 

place. 

- Housing providers being encouraged and supported to work even more holistically with colleagues from 

employment, education, health, environment, transport and business to use “your role as leading social actors 

to combine focus on narrowing equality gaps”. 

- There would be “no race to the bottom” with a future Labour Government seeking to show that it was 

tougher than the Tories on welfare reform as between 1997 and 2010 Labour tightened up the rules around 

welfare yet public scepticism grew.   

- Labour are currently reviewing the equalities framework including the scope for the implementation of the 

socio-economic duty which was contained within the Equality Act 2010 but not implemented. 

 

On the 24th of May, we will be holding a similar event in the region where the original research into the equalities 

impact of welfare reform was started. Please contact Carla@housingdiversitynetwork.co.uk to book a place at the 

North East event which will be from 10.30am until 1.30pm at the offices of Livin, Farrell House, Arlington Way, 

DurhamGate, Spennymoor, County Durham, DL16 6NL. 

 

Midlands Equality Forum 

Finally, I am really pleased to report that Monday will see the inaugural meeting of the Midlands Equality Forum. Since 

February, we have been working in partnership with the CIH and Wolverhampton Homes to establish a new regional 

equalities forum for E&D practitioners across the Midlands, Staffs and Shropshire to attend on a quarterly basis to 

share best practice, benchmark, hear from expert speakers etc. The first meeting is being held at Wolverhampton 

Homes on 13th May (1.00pm to 4.00pm) and we have speakers from the CIH and the HCA’s E&D Advisory Panel.  If 

someone from your organisation would like to register a place and be added to the Forum’s database they can email 

Carla@housingdiversitynetwork.co.uk  

 

Best wishes 

 

 

 

 

Clifton Robinson, Chief Executive HDN 

For further information on any of the above, please email me at Clifton@housingdiversitynetwork.co.uk  

 

To follow the view of the HDN Chair, please visit the Chair’s Blog on www.housingdiversitynetwork.co.uk 

mailto:Carla@housingdiversitynetwork.co.uk
mailto:Carla@housingdiversitynetwork.co.uk
mailto:Clifton@housingdiversitynetwork.co.uk
http://www.housingdiversitynetwork.co.uk/blog/archive/
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Equality & Diversity 
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Homelessness in London is 

rising at three times the national 

rate, according to figures 

obtained from the government 

by homeless charity Crisis.  
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that the government will impose tougher 

rules on councils to force them to write 

allocations policies that prevent people 

going on their waiting lists unless they can 

prove they have lived in the area for at 

least two years. Exceptions will be put in 

place for British nationals who have moved 

from another area. Communities secretary 

Eric Pickles later said government figures 

showed 9 per cent of social housing lets 

went to foreign nationals in 2011/12. But 

housing professionals argued the lack of 

housing means waiting lists are long and 

that immigrants don’t get special treatment. 

http://www.insidehousing.co.uk/tenancies/

plan-to-limit-social-homes-for-immigrants-

criticised/6526320.article?

utm_medium=email&utm_source=Ocean+

Media+&utm_campaign=2326494_IH+Ten

ancy+management+2.4.13&dm_i=1HH2,1

DV4U,81190P,4P7UG,1 

 

Peers hit out at legal aid cuts 

Inside Housing, 28 March 2013  

The government has suffered a defeat in 

the House of Lords over plans to cut the 

legal aid budget. Peers backed a motion to 

‘regret’ that the coalition had broken 

promises on exemptions from the cuts. 

Under the new regime, legal aid will no 

longer be available in the majority of cases 

which may cause an increase in tenants 

being advised by ‘no win no fee’ 

agreements in housing disrepair cases. 

Funding will continue for some civil cases 

including family law involving domestic 

violence or forced marriage and debt and 

housing matters where someone’s home is 

at immediate risk. 

http://www.insidehousing.co.uk/legal/peers

-hit-out-at-legal-aid-cuts/6526352.article?

utm_medium=email&utm_source=Ocean+

Media+&utm_campaign=2326494_IH+Ten

Families cut back on food to keep 

homes 

Inside Housing, 27 March 2013  

Millions of British households with children 

are surviving on less food in a battle to 

keep their homes, according to Shelter. A 

Yougov survey of 4,000 adults for the 

homelessness charity found 42 per cent of 

families with children cut back on food last 

year to keep up payments on their homes. 

Shelter says this equates to 5.5 million 

people nationwide. Twenty seven (equal to 

3.4 million) per cent cut back on gas and 

electricity bills to help meet rent or 

mortgage costs. Sixty four per cent of 

families with children who responded to 

the survey said they were struggling to 

keep up with payments to keep their 

homes.  

http://www.insidehousing.co.uk/care/

families-cut-back-on-food-to-keep-

homes/6526333.article?

utm_medium=email&utm_source=Ocean+

Media+&utm_campaign=2327969_IH+Car

e+and+Support+2.4.13&dm_i=1HH2,1DW

9T,81190P,4PC1J,1 

 

Plan to limit social homes for 

immigrants criticised 

Inside Housing, 28 March 2013  

Campaign groups and housing bodies have 

warned that David Cameron’s plan to limit 

the availability of social housing for non-EU 

immigrants will be ineffectual and fuel 

intolerance. The prime minister announced 

http://www.insidehousing.co.uk/tenancies/plan-to-limit-social-homes-for-immigrants-criticised/6526320.article?utm_medium=email&utm_source=Ocean+Media+&utm_campaign=2326494_IH+Tenancy+management+2.4.13&dm_i=1HH2,1DV4U,81190P,4P7UG,1
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Threat to hostels prompts review of 

welfare rules 

Inside Housing, 5 April 2013  

The Department for Work and Pensions 

has promised to review controversial 

legislation which homelessness 

organisations said would threaten hostels. 

Welfare minister Lord David Freud wrote to 

charity Homeless Link last week with a 

commitment to ‘protect providers from any 

unintended consequences’ of reforming the 

way the cost of supported housing is paid. 

The charity had previously expressed 

concern that the DWP’s plan to manage 

additional housing costs for supported 

housing outside of welfare reforms such as 

the benefit cap would force hostels to 

close because they would not be classified 

as exempt. The government’s definition of 

services which would qualify for additional 

money did not cover the ‘majority’ of 

homelessness hostels, according to the 

charity. 

http://www.insidehousing.co.uk/care/

threat-to-hostels-prompts-review-of-

welfare-rules/6526453.article?

utm_medium=email&utm_source=Ocean+

Media+&utm_campaign=2351357_IH+Car

e+9%2f4%

2f13&dm_i=1HH2,1EEBH,81190P,4R4DP,1 

 

Government pledges £400k universal 

credit IT cash 

Inside Housing, 8 April 2013 

Social landlords can bid for a share of 

£400,000 government funding to help 

tenants improve their internet skills. The 

Department for Work and Pensions and 

the Communities and Local Government 

department are making £400,000 available 

to fund 10 projects across Britain through 

a digital deal initiative. The government 

expects landlords to match fund the 

scheme, meaning £800,000 will be spent 

on the project overall. The DWP expects its 

new universal credit, which will combine 

several benefits into one monthly payment 

paid direct to claimants, to be ‘digital by 

default’. This means it expects most people 

to manage their claims online. Social 

landlords have until 3 June to bid for the 

ancy+management+2.4.13&dm_i=1HH2,1DV4U,8

1190P,4P7UG,1 

 

Landlords raise £300k for Shelter 

Inside Housing, 2 April 2013  

Housing associations have raised £300,000 to help 

homelessness charity Shelter fund five face-to-face 

advisor posts. Seven housing associations have 

come forward to pledge cash to the charity which 

will reduce the need for redundancies in five of 

Shelter’s services across the country. Thames 

Valley Housing and London & Quadrant called on 

landlords to support the charity in February this 

year after it revealed cuts to legal aid will mean it 

will lose £3 million to deliver face-to-face advice. 

Shelter had to close nine of its face-to-face advice 

services with nearly 90 staff being made redundant 

from Sunday. It was originally going to have to 

close 10 but with savings the charity has made 

from within its services and using money from 

donations it has been able to save the Chatham 

service.  

http://www.insidehousing.co.uk/care/landlords-

raise-%C2%A3300k-for-shelter/6526372.article?

utm_medium=email&utm_source=Ocean+Media+

&utm_campaign=2327969_IH+Care+and+Support

+2.4.13&dm_i=1HH2,1DW9T,81190P,4PC1J,1 

 

Bedroom tax to cost Northern Ireland '£21m' 

Inside Housing, 5 April 2013  

The bedroom tax will cost Northern Ireland more 

to implement than it will save in housing benefit, 

according to new figures released by housing 

organisations. The Northern Ireland Federation of 

Housing Associations and the Chartered Institute 

of Housing claimed the direct cost of implementing 

the bedroom tax would be at least £21 million 

across the housing associations and Northern 

Ireland Housing Executive in the first year. 

Changes in funding from Westminster will mean 

the bedroom tax would only cut the benefit bill in 

Northern Ireland by £17 million. The two 

organisations are calling for the proposals to be 

dropped in Northern Ireland. 

http://www.insidehousing.co.uk/tenancies/

bedroom-tax-to-cost-northern-ireland-%C2%

A321m/6526428.article?

utm_medium=email&utm_source=Ocean+Media+

&utm_campaign=2347104_IH+Tenancies+Manage

ment+8.4.13&dm_i=1HH2,1EB1C,81190P,4QSOD,

1 
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match funding. 

http://www.insidehousing.co.uk/tenancies/

government-pledges-%C2%A3400k-universal-credit-it

-cash/6526443.article?

utm_medium=email&utm_source=Ocean+Media+&ut

m_campaign=2347104_IH+Tenancies+Management

+8.4.13&dm_i=1HH2,1EB1C,81190P,4QSOD,1 

 

Second landlord reclassifies homes 

Inside Housing, 8 April 2013  

Leeds Council has become the latest social landlord to 

consider reclassifying homes to enable tenants to 

avoid the bedroom tax. The Department for Work and 

Pensions has left it up to councils and housing 

associations to decide on what counts as a bedroom. 

This leaves open the possibility of landlords 

reclassifying properties as having fewer bedrooms so 

tenants avoid the charge. Labour-led Leeds Council 

has confirmed it is looking at reclassifying 865 homes. 

However, a survey by Inside Housing last June 

revealed most landlords are not planning to reclassify. 

http://www.insidehousing.co.uk/tenancies/second-

landlord-reclassifies-homes/6526441.article?

utm_medium=email&utm_source=Ocean+Media+&ut

m_campaign=2347104_IH+Tenancies+Management

+8.4.13&dm_i=1HH2,1EB1C,81190P,4QSOD,1 

 

Panel could be 'fair' replacement for court 

action 

Inside Housing, 10 April 2013  

A new housing panel could provide a ‘fair and 

equitable’ replacement to court action for housing 

cases, according to the Chartered Institute of Housing 

in Scotland. The Scottish Government is currently 

consulting on better dispute resolution in housing 

cases after suggesting creating a housing panel to 

settle disputes, or forming a specialist housing 

tribunal which would make decisions instead of a 

court. The CIH Scotland said there was wide 

recognition that the current system is highly 

inefficient, because it is expensive and time-

consuming for landlords and intimidating for tenants. 

http://www.insidehousing.co.uk/legal/panel-could-be-

fair-replacement-for-court-action/6526462.article?

utm_medium=email&utm_source=Ocean+Media+&ut

m_campaign=2371710_IH+Tenancy+management+

15.4.13&dm_i=1HH2,1EU0U,81190P,4SO4F,1 

 

 

Fund to help councils reach homelessness 

standard 

Inside Housing, 10 April 2013  

The government has pledged £1.7 million to its ‘gold 

standard’ initiative to improve homelessness services 

in England. Councils must reach a set of key 

achievements to attain ‘gold standard status’ and the 

first 10 to do so will offer advice to other local 

authorities looking to reach it. These achievements 

include offering a comprehensive prevention service, 

helping householders faced with repossession and 

adopting the no second night out scheme, which aims 

to prevent a person spending a second night sleeping 

rough. 

http://www.insidehousing.co.uk/care/fund-to-help-

councils-reach-homelessness-

standard/6526457.article?

utm_medium=email&utm_source=Ocean+Media+&ut

m_campaign=2376797_IH+Care+and+Support+16.4.

13&dm_i=1HH2,1EXY5,81190P,4T2HZ,1 

 

Tenants could be offered cash to leave country 

Inside Housing, 11 April 2013  

A north London council is considering offering up to 

£20,000 to tenants considering a move abroad. 

Harrow Council has mooted the idea at a tenants’ and 

residents’ meeting as a way of freeing up stock in its 

borough. The cash would be available for people who 

were already considering a move for a range of 

reasons, including to retire or live closer to a relative. 

Harrow Council portfolio holder for housing, Bob 

Currie said this was just one of a raft of ideas in the 

early stages of development being considered. 

http://www.insidehousing.co.uk/tenancies/tenants-

could-be-offered-cash-to-leave-

country/6526472.article?

utm_medium=email&utm_source=Ocean+Media+&ut

m_campaign=2371710_IH+Tenancy+management+1

5.4.13&dm_i=1HH2,1EU0U,81190P,4SO4F,1 

 

Knowsley saves 200 households from bedroom 

tax 

Inside Housing, 11 April 2013  

Knowsley Housing Trust has so far succeeded in 

exempting up to 200 tenants from the bedroom tax. 

Inside Housing revealed in February that the 14,000-

home association was planning to reclassify 566 

homes as smaller properties, including 33 empty 

homes. Although KHT maintains the decision would 

have been taken in any event due to low demand 
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from large households in certain areas, it 

will exempt households hit by the under-
occupation penalty. KHT says 201 

households have so far signed and returned 
amended tenancy agreements which will 

allow their homes to be reclassified. It 

hopes the remaining 332 households will 
also return their signed agreements. 

http://www.insidehousing.co.uk/tenancies/
knowsley-saves-200-households-from-

bedroom-tax/6526477.article?
utm_medium=email&utm_source=Ocean+

Media+&utm_campaign=2371710_IH+Tena

ncy+management+15.4.13&dm_i=1HH2,1E
U0U,81190P,4SO4F,1 

 
 

Charity to offer shipping container 

homes 
Inside Housing, 12 April 2013  
A charity is planning to use shipping 
containers to house homeless young people 

in east London to allow them to live 
independently as they save for their own 

home. Forest YMCA has identified sites in 

Leyton and Waltham Forest for the 
containers and has put in a planning 

application to Waltham Forest Council. It 
plans to rent out the temporary homes, 

which cost up to £20,000 each, at a rate of 

30 per cent of the minimum wage – about 
£75 a week. The mYPad homes, as the 

charity calls them, will have a bed, small 
kitchen, toilet and shower and television. 

http://www.insidehousing.co.uk/care/

charity-to-offer-shipping-container-
homes/6526513.article?

utm_medium=email&utm_source=Ocean+
Media+&utm_campaign=2376797_IH+Care

+and+Support+16.4.13&dm_i=1HH2,1EXY
5,81190P,4T2HZ,1 

 

 
Homelessness rise greatest in London 

Inside Housing, 15 April 2013  
Homelessness in London is rising at three 

times the national rate, according to figures 

obtained from the government by homeless 
charity Crisis. The Communities and Local 

Government department statistics show 30 
per cent more London households were 

accepted as homeless in 2012 than in 2011. 
The increase in England as a whole was 10 

per cent over the same period. The charity 

blamed rising house prices and rents 
coupled with the government’s benefit cuts 

for the growing problem of homelessness in 
the capital. 

http://www.insidehousing.co.uk/care/

 

 

 homelessness-rise-greatest-in-

london/6526523.article?
utm_medium=email&utm_source=Ocean+Me

dia+&utm_campaign=2376797_IH+Care+an
d+Support+16.4.13&dm_i=1HH2,1EXY5,811

90P,4T2HZ,1 

 
Residents offered jobs to help them 

keep homes 
Inside Housing, 15 April 2013  
A London council is offering jobs to residents 
who are at risk of losing their home due to 

welfare cuts. Greenwich Council is offering 

full and part-time jobs to some of the families 
in its area who are being hit hardest by the 

cuts. They will be paid the London Living 
Wage – which amounts to £8.55 an hour – or 

more, and employed in teams covering parks 

and open spaces, street cleansing, recycling, 
enforcement, and in town-centre 

management. The council said it is the first in 
the country to launch such a scheme, and it 

will be taking on the first 31 recruits this 
month.  

http://www.insidehousing.co.uk/tenancies/

residents-offered-jobs-to-help-them-keep-
homes/6526528.article?

utm_medium=email&utm_source=Ocean+Me
dia+&utm_campaign=2371710_IH+Tenancy

+management+15.4.13&dm_i=1HH2,1EU0U,

81190P,4SO4F,1 
 

 
Yorkshire landlord triumphs at UK 

Housing Awards 

Inside Housing, 17 April 2013  
A Yorkshire housing association has been 

named social landlord of the year at the 
prestigious UK Housing Awards 2013. 

Wakefield and District Housing picked up the 
overall award at last night’s awards ceremony 

in London after also winning the large social 

landlord of the year category. The overall 
winner is picked from the winners of 11 of 

the categories. The final award, for lifetime 
achievement, went to Diane Cank, who has 

been chair of Morton and Northfields Tenants 

and Residents Association in Leicester since 
the 1980s. She was credited with working to 

reduce crime and anti-social behaviour in the 
area, and supporting the Somali community. 

http://www.insidehousing.co.uk/regulation/
yorkshire-landlord-triumphs-at-uk-housing-

awards/6526543.article?

utm_medium=email&utm_source=Ocean+Me
dia+&utm_campaign=2404150_IH+Tenancy

+management+22.4.13&dm_i=1HH2,1FJ1Y,8
1190P,4UXWE,1 

 

http://www.insidehousing.co.uk/tenancies/knowsley-saves-200-households-from-bedroom-tax/6526477.article?utm_medium=email&utm_source=Ocean+Media+&utm_campaign=2371710_IH+Tenancy+management+15.4.13&dm_i=1HH2,1EU0U,81190P,4SO4F,1
http://www.insidehousing.co.uk/tenancies/knowsley-saves-200-households-from-bedroom-tax/6526477.article?utm_medium=email&utm_source=Ocean+Media+&utm_campaign=2371710_IH+Tenancy+management+15.4.13&dm_i=1HH2,1EU0U,81190P,4SO4F,1
http://www.insidehousing.co.uk/tenancies/knowsley-saves-200-households-from-bedroom-tax/6526477.article?utm_medium=email&utm_source=Ocean+Media+&utm_campaign=2371710_IH+Tenancy+management+15.4.13&dm_i=1HH2,1EU0U,81190P,4SO4F,1
http://www.insidehousing.co.uk/tenancies/knowsley-saves-200-households-from-bedroom-tax/6526477.article?utm_medium=email&utm_source=Ocean+Media+&utm_campaign=2371710_IH+Tenancy+management+15.4.13&dm_i=1HH2,1EU0U,81190P,4SO4F,1
http://www.insidehousing.co.uk/tenancies/knowsley-saves-200-households-from-bedroom-tax/6526477.article?utm_medium=email&utm_source=Ocean+Media+&utm_campaign=2371710_IH+Tenancy+management+15.4.13&dm_i=1HH2,1EU0U,81190P,4SO4F,1
http://www.insidehousing.co.uk/tenancies/knowsley-saves-200-households-from-bedroom-tax/6526477.article?utm_medium=email&utm_source=Ocean+Media+&utm_campaign=2371710_IH+Tenancy+management+15.4.13&dm_i=1HH2,1EU0U,81190P,4SO4F,1
http://www.insidehousing.co.uk/tenancies/knowsley-saves-200-households-from-bedroom-tax/6526477.article?utm_medium=email&utm_source=Ocean+Media+&utm_campaign=2371710_IH+Tenancy+management+15.4.13&dm_i=1HH2,1EU0U,81190P,4SO4F,1
http://www.insidehousing.co.uk/care/charity-to-offer-shipping-container-homes/6526513.article?utm_medium=email&utm_source=Ocean+Media+&utm_campaign=2376797_IH+Care+and+Support+16.4.13&dm_i=1HH2,1EXY5,81190P,4T2HZ,1
http://www.insidehousing.co.uk/care/charity-to-offer-shipping-container-homes/6526513.article?utm_medium=email&utm_source=Ocean+Media+&utm_campaign=2376797_IH+Care+and+Support+16.4.13&dm_i=1HH2,1EXY5,81190P,4T2HZ,1
http://www.insidehousing.co.uk/care/charity-to-offer-shipping-container-homes/6526513.article?utm_medium=email&utm_source=Ocean+Media+&utm_campaign=2376797_IH+Care+and+Support+16.4.13&dm_i=1HH2,1EXY5,81190P,4T2HZ,1
http://www.insidehousing.co.uk/care/charity-to-offer-shipping-container-homes/6526513.article?utm_medium=email&utm_source=Ocean+Media+&utm_campaign=2376797_IH+Care+and+Support+16.4.13&dm_i=1HH2,1EXY5,81190P,4T2HZ,1
http://www.insidehousing.co.uk/care/charity-to-offer-shipping-container-homes/6526513.article?utm_medium=email&utm_source=Ocean+Media+&utm_campaign=2376797_IH+Care+and+Support+16.4.13&dm_i=1HH2,1EXY5,81190P,4T2HZ,1
http://www.insidehousing.co.uk/care/charity-to-offer-shipping-container-homes/6526513.article?utm_medium=email&utm_source=Ocean+Media+&utm_campaign=2376797_IH+Care+and+Support+16.4.13&dm_i=1HH2,1EXY5,81190P,4T2HZ,1
http://www.insidehousing.co.uk/care/charity-to-offer-shipping-container-homes/6526513.article?utm_medium=email&utm_source=Ocean+Media+&utm_campaign=2376797_IH+Care+and+Support+16.4.13&dm_i=1HH2,1EXY5,81190P,4T2HZ,1
http://www.insidehousing.co.uk/care/homelessness-rise-greatest-in-london/6526523.article?utm_medium=email&utm_source=Ocean+Media+&utm_campaign=2376797_IH+Care+and+Support+16.4.13&dm_i=1HH2,1EXY5,81190P,4T2HZ,1
http://www.insidehousing.co.uk/care/homelessness-rise-greatest-in-london/6526523.article?utm_medium=email&utm_source=Ocean+Media+&utm_campaign=2376797_IH+Care+and+Support+16.4.13&dm_i=1HH2,1EXY5,81190P,4T2HZ,1
http://www.insidehousing.co.uk/care/homelessness-rise-greatest-in-london/6526523.article?utm_medium=email&utm_source=Ocean+Media+&utm_campaign=2376797_IH+Care+and+Support+16.4.13&dm_i=1HH2,1EXY5,81190P,4T2HZ,1
http://www.insidehousing.co.uk/care/homelessness-rise-greatest-in-london/6526523.article?utm_medium=email&utm_source=Ocean+Media+&utm_campaign=2376797_IH+Care+and+Support+16.4.13&dm_i=1HH2,1EXY5,81190P,4T2HZ,1
http://www.insidehousing.co.uk/care/homelessness-rise-greatest-in-london/6526523.article?utm_medium=email&utm_source=Ocean+Media+&utm_campaign=2376797_IH+Care+and+Support+16.4.13&dm_i=1HH2,1EXY5,81190P,4T2HZ,1
http://www.insidehousing.co.uk/care/homelessness-rise-greatest-in-london/6526523.article?utm_medium=email&utm_source=Ocean+Media+&utm_campaign=2376797_IH+Care+and+Support+16.4.13&dm_i=1HH2,1EXY5,81190P,4T2HZ,1
http://www.insidehousing.co.uk/care/homelessness-rise-greatest-in-london/6526523.article?utm_medium=email&utm_source=Ocean+Media+&utm_campaign=2376797_IH+Care+and+Support+16.4.13&dm_i=1HH2,1EXY5,81190P,4T2HZ,1
http://www.insidehousing.co.uk/tenancies/residents-offered-jobs-to-help-them-keep-homes/6526528.article?utm_medium=email&utm_source=Ocean+Media+&utm_campaign=2371710_IH+Tenancy+management+15.4.13&dm_i=1HH2,1EU0U,81190P,4SO4F,1
http://www.insidehousing.co.uk/tenancies/residents-offered-jobs-to-help-them-keep-homes/6526528.article?utm_medium=email&utm_source=Ocean+Media+&utm_campaign=2371710_IH+Tenancy+management+15.4.13&dm_i=1HH2,1EU0U,81190P,4SO4F,1
http://www.insidehousing.co.uk/tenancies/residents-offered-jobs-to-help-them-keep-homes/6526528.article?utm_medium=email&utm_source=Ocean+Media+&utm_campaign=2371710_IH+Tenancy+management+15.4.13&dm_i=1HH2,1EU0U,81190P,4SO4F,1
http://www.insidehousing.co.uk/tenancies/residents-offered-jobs-to-help-them-keep-homes/6526528.article?utm_medium=email&utm_source=Ocean+Media+&utm_campaign=2371710_IH+Tenancy+management+15.4.13&dm_i=1HH2,1EU0U,81190P,4SO4F,1
http://www.insidehousing.co.uk/tenancies/residents-offered-jobs-to-help-them-keep-homes/6526528.article?utm_medium=email&utm_source=Ocean+Media+&utm_campaign=2371710_IH+Tenancy+management+15.4.13&dm_i=1HH2,1EU0U,81190P,4SO4F,1
http://www.insidehousing.co.uk/tenancies/residents-offered-jobs-to-help-them-keep-homes/6526528.article?utm_medium=email&utm_source=Ocean+Media+&utm_campaign=2371710_IH+Tenancy+management+15.4.13&dm_i=1HH2,1EU0U,81190P,4SO4F,1
http://www.insidehousing.co.uk/tenancies/residents-offered-jobs-to-help-them-keep-homes/6526528.article?utm_medium=email&utm_source=Ocean+Media+&utm_campaign=2371710_IH+Tenancy+management+15.4.13&dm_i=1HH2,1EU0U,81190P,4SO4F,1
http://www.insidehousing.co.uk/regulation/yorkshire-landlord-triumphs-at-uk-housing-awards/6526543.article?utm_medium=email&utm_source=Ocean+Media+&utm_campaign=2404150_IH+Tenancy+management+22.4.13&dm_i=1HH2,1FJ1Y,81190P,4UXWE,1
http://www.insidehousing.co.uk/regulation/yorkshire-landlord-triumphs-at-uk-housing-awards/6526543.article?utm_medium=email&utm_source=Ocean+Media+&utm_campaign=2404150_IH+Tenancy+management+22.4.13&dm_i=1HH2,1FJ1Y,81190P,4UXWE,1
http://www.insidehousing.co.uk/regulation/yorkshire-landlord-triumphs-at-uk-housing-awards/6526543.article?utm_medium=email&utm_source=Ocean+Media+&utm_campaign=2404150_IH+Tenancy+management+22.4.13&dm_i=1HH2,1FJ1Y,81190P,4UXWE,1
http://www.insidehousing.co.uk/regulation/yorkshire-landlord-triumphs-at-uk-housing-awards/6526543.article?utm_medium=email&utm_source=Ocean+Media+&utm_campaign=2404150_IH+Tenancy+management+22.4.13&dm_i=1HH2,1FJ1Y,81190P,4UXWE,1
http://www.insidehousing.co.uk/regulation/yorkshire-landlord-triumphs-at-uk-housing-awards/6526543.article?utm_medium=email&utm_source=Ocean+Media+&utm_campaign=2404150_IH+Tenancy+management+22.4.13&dm_i=1HH2,1FJ1Y,81190P,4UXWE,1
http://www.insidehousing.co.uk/regulation/yorkshire-landlord-triumphs-at-uk-housing-awards/6526543.article?utm_medium=email&utm_source=Ocean+Media+&utm_campaign=2404150_IH+Tenancy+management+22.4.13&dm_i=1HH2,1FJ1Y,81190P,4UXWE,1
http://www.insidehousing.co.uk/regulation/yorkshire-landlord-triumphs-at-uk-housing-awards/6526543.article?utm_medium=email&utm_source=Ocean+Media+&utm_campaign=2404150_IH+Tenancy+management+22.4.13&dm_i=1HH2,1FJ1Y,81190P,4UXWE,1


7  HOUSING DIVERSITY NETWORK eBRIEFING: MAY 2013 

 

Benefits cap pilots claim DWP cash is not enough 

Inside Housing, 19 April 2013  
The first four councils to test the government’s new 

benefit cap have warned they have not received enough 
money to implement the changes. Enfield, Croydon, 

Haringey and Bromley councils on Monday became the 

first local authorities to implement the £26,000-a-year 
benefit cap. The councils must identify who is eligible 

for the cap and administer the new system. The 
Department for Work and Pensions provided £2 million 

to help the four councils cover implementation costs, 
such as extra staff, administration, IT work and meeting 

any shortfall in housing benefit in the short term. The 

four boroughs have also each been allocated a senior 
Jobcentre manager to help people find work who are 

affected by the cap. But the four councils have each 
said the money is not enough to cover their costs - in 

one case, less than half the amount needed. 

http://www.insidehousing.co.uk/tenancies/benefits-cap-
pilots-claim-dwp-cash-is-not-enough/6526565.article?

utm_medium=email&utm_source=Ocean+Media+&utm
_campaign=2404150_IH+Tenancy+management+22.4.

13&dm_i=1HH2,1FJ1Y,81190P,4UXWE,1 
 

 

Edinburgh confirms no eviction policy 
Inside Housing, 23 April 2013  
Edinburgh Council has adopted a ‘no eviction’ policy for 
tenants affected by the ‘bedroom tax’. The local 

authority agreed that ‘where the director of services for 

communities was satisfied that tenants who were 
subject to the under-occupation charge had done all 

they reasonably could to avoid falling in to arrears, then 
all legitimate means to collect rent arrears should be 

utilised except eviction’. The under-occupation penalty, 

which came into force on 1 April, affects around 3,800 
Edinburgh council tenants. 

http://www.insidehousing.co.uk/tenancies/edinburgh-
confirms-no-eviction-policy/6526632.article?

utm_medium=email&utm_source=Ocean+Media+&utm
_campaign=2411669_IH+Care+and+Support+23.4.13

&dm_i=1HH2,1FOUT,81190P,4VGRE,1 

 
 

Tenants asked to sign ‘ambition plans’ 
Inside Housing, 25 April 2013  
A south west housing association is requiring new 

tenants to sign up to a plan to improve their lifestyle, 
which will be linked to their future access to housing. 

Yarlington Housing Group is asking new tenants to 
commit to a ‘household ambition plan’ when they are 

issued with its standard seven-year fixed term tenancy. 
Progress against the plan will be considered when the 

tenancy is reviewed. The plans will be created 

individually for each household based on the ‘ambitions 
and aspirations’ of the family. Yarlington executive 

director Phyllida Culpin said criteria could include 
‘gaining employment, adopting a healthy lifestyle, 

getting a qualification or contributing to their local 

community’. 
http://www.insidehousing.co.uk/tenancies/tenants-

asked-to-sign-%E2%80%98ambition-plans%E2%
80%99/6526656.article?

utm_medium=email&utm_source=Ocean+Media+&u

tm_campaign=2440045_IH+Tenancy+management+
29.4.13&dm_i=1HH2,1GAR1,81190P,4XHX7,1 

 
 

CLG pulls out of mobility scheme 
Inside Housing, 25 April 2013  
The Communities and Local Government department 

has decided not to fund a new national mobility 
scheme for social housing tenants. A group of social 

landlords is in discussions about setting up a scheme 
to allow tenants to move more easily to other 

properties across Britain. The initiative would allow 

people to move to avoid benefit cuts or to find work 
without someone else having to move in the opposite 

direction. However, ministers have now decided 
against funding the project as they want landlords to 

use the government’s homeswap direct scheme 
instead. The landlords, led by Islington Council and 

Circle Housing Group, have decided to press ahead 

with the scheme with non-profit company Home 
Connections. 

http://www.insidehousing.co.uk/tenancies/clg-pulls-
out-of-mobility-scheme/6526665.article?

utm_medium=email&utm_source=Ocean+Media+&u

tm_campaign=2440045_IH+Tenancy+management+
29.4.13&dm_i=1HH2,1GAR1,81190P,4XHX7,1 

 
 

Councils urged to end high-rise housing 

'scandal' 
Inside Housing, 26 April 2013  
The leader of the Greater London Authority 
Conservative group has called for a ban on children 

being housed in social tower blocks at a London 
Assembly meeting. Andrew Boff said ‘we are in 

danger of rehearsing those old mistakes of the past 

in going for numbers’ and not ensuring adequate 
supply of family homes. He said research had been 

done which showed that it was not beneficial for 
families to live above the third and fourth floors in 

tower blocks. But Lewisham’s mayor and executive 

head of housing at umbrella-group London Councils, 
Sir Steve Bullock, said it would be hard to house the 

capital’s growing population without using high rise 
blocks. 

http://www.insidehousing.co.uk/tenancies/councils-
urged-to-end-high-rise-housing-

scandal/6526691.article?

utm_medium=email&utm_source=Ocean+Media+&u
tm_campaign=2440045_IH+Tenancy+management+

29.4.13&dm_i=1HH2,1GAR1,81190P,4XHX7,1 
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Socially minded, commercially hearted 
The Smith Institute, April 2013  
A new report by the left-wing think tank 

The Smith Institute calls for housing 
associations to forge new relationships with 

their tenants to help with increasingly 
squeezed finances. The Smith Institute says 

that the ‘relationship between housing 
associations and their tenants is at a 

crossroads’. ‘On the one hand, all social 

landlords aspire to improve customer 
satisfaction and performance, but on the 

other they have tough decisions to make on 
rent levels and arrears and to ensure value 

for money,’ it says. The report examines the 

changing role of housing associations and 
challenges they face as they adjust to a 

future with little or no subsidies. 
http://www.smith-institute.org.uk/file/

Social%20hearted,%20commercially%

20minded.pdf 
 

 
Survey of Needs and Provision 

Homeless Link, April 2013 
A survey, conducted for the umbrella 

organisation Homeless Link, of 500 services 

has found that the homeless sector shrank 
in 2012.  The research indicates that 

funding cuts are having an impact on the 
ability of charities to help those without a 

home. With the number of homeless people 

increasing by 10% in 2012, the annual 
‘Survey of Needs and Provision’, found that 

nearly five out of ten projects saw their 
funding fall - by an average of 17%. With 

most services reliant on local authority 
funding, the findings indicate that the 

capacity of the sector to house and help 

new homeless people has fallen. In the year 
to November 2012, 58 accommodation 

projects closed and 1,811 bed spaces were 
lost. 

http://homeless.org.uk/
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Bedroom Tax: Some Home Truths 
National Housing Federation, March 2013  
Research by the National Housing Federation 

has attempted to show the impact on housing 
benefit if tenants do downsize to avoid the 

‘bedroom tax’. The study found that the 
annual housing benefit bill will increase by 

£143 million a year if tenants affected by the 
government’s under-occupation penalty 

downsize. The NHF estimates there are 

180,000 households who are under-
occupying two-bedroom homes, but only 

85,000 one-bedroom homes became 
available last year. If the current rate of voids 

continues, that leaves 95,000 households 

faced with the choice of staying put and 
trying to make up the shortfall in their income 

or moving to the more expensive private 
rented sector. If the 95,000 households move 

into the private rented sector, housing benefit 
will increase by £143 million, the NHF has 

calculated.  

http://www.housing.org.uk/PDF/Bedroom%
20tax%20home%20truths.pdf 
 
 
Hitting the Poorest Places Hardest 

Sheffield Hallam University, April 2013 
A study by Sheffield Hallam University has 

found that urban areas in the north and 
central London will be hit hardest by the 

bedroom tax. The report ‘Hitting the Poorest 

Places Hardest’ states that South Tyneside, 
Knowsley and Hackney will be hit hardest by 

the penalty for under-occupation of social 
housing. These areas will lose £30, £29 and 

£28 each year respectively per working age 
adult, the study found. By contrast the south 

east of England can expect to lose £6 a year 

per head because of the bedroom tax. Steve 
Fothergill, a professor at Sheffield Hallam’s 

Centre for Regional Economic and Social 
Research, who led the study, said: ‘A key 

effect of the welfare reforms will be to widen 

the gaps in prosperity between the best and 
worst local economies across Britain.’ 

http://www.shu.ac.uk/research/cresr/sites/
shu.ac.uk/files/hitting-poorest-places-

hardest_0.pdf 
 

 

Housing will be a key part of a 

new holistic approach to the 

health and well-being of local 

communities, according to a 

government committee.  

Publications 

http://www.smith-institute.org.uk/file/Social%20hearted,%20commercially%20minded.pdf
http://www.smith-institute.org.uk/file/Social%20hearted,%20commercially%20minded.pdf
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The role of local authorities in health issues 

Communities and Local Government Select Committee, 
March 2013 
Housing will be a key part of a new holistic approach to 
the health and well-being of local communities, 

according to a government committee. Housing officials, 

among others, will sit on new health and well-being 
boards to make decisions on issues wider than 

traditional NHS priorities. A report from the 
Communities and Local Government select committee 

cited the changes as an opportunity for local authorities 
to tackle housing, education and economic development 

in order to improve health. The report also raised 

concerns over the complexity of the new system, in 
particular the ambiguity of responsibility and the 

funding procedure. 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/

cmselect/cmcomloc/694/69402.htm 

 
 
How many families are affected by more than 
one benefit cut this April? 

New Policy Institute, April 2013  
The government has underestimated the combined 

impact of three different benefit cuts coming into effect 

at once, a think tank has claimed. The New Policy 
Institute has published a report looking at the impact of 

the bedroom tax, council tax benefit changes and the 
overall benefit cap. The research has found that 2.6 

million will be hit by at least one of the three cuts while 

just under 500,000 will be hit by at least two of the 
three changes. Of the estimated 660,000 people hit by 

the bedroom tax, two-thirds are also hit by cuts to 
council tax benefit as well. Those affected by both 

measures will lose £16.90 of income a week - 20 per 

cent higher than the government’s estimate for the 
impact of the bedroom tax alone. 

http://www.npi.org.uk/files/New%20Policy%
20Institute/BlackApril.pdf 

 
 

The links between poverty and housing 

Joseph Rowntree Foundation, April 2013 
A new report by the Joseph Rowntree Foundation has 

analysed the past decade of UK evidence to explore the 
relationship between housing circumstances and the 

experience of poverty. The study examines the relative 

importance of housing cost, quality and location and 
other factors in the impact of poverty on people's lives 

and the role of housing in enabling people to take up 
employment and increase income from work. The report 

highlights that housing forms an important part of 
people’s material living conditions and contributes to 

their life chances and that the significance of the links 

between housing, poverty and material deprivation 
deserves greater recognition in policy. 

http://www.jrf.org.uk/sites/files/jrf/poverty-housing-
options-full.pdf 

 

Women on Boards 

UK Government, April 2013 
In 2010 government commissioned Lord Davies of 

Abersoch to find out what was preventing women 
becoming board members and to develop a strategy 

to increase the number of women on the boards of 

listed companies. His latest annual report shows 
that two years after the review there are more 

women in the boardrooms of the UK’s top 
companies. There is also a growing recognition that 

this benefits business, the economy and wider 
society. As of 1 March 2013 the figures show within 

the FTSE 100: 

- women now account for 17.3% of all 
 directorships, up from 10.5 per cent in 2010 

- women have accounted for 34% of all board 
 appointments (45 out of 134 appointments) 

- There are currently 94 boards with female 

 representation 
- There are now 192 women directors on FTSE 

 100 boards out of a total of 1,110 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/

uploads/attachment_data/file/182602/bis-13-p135-
women-on-boards-2013.pdf 

 

 

Social security and tax credit cuts – losses for 

households 2010 - 2014 

Child Poverty Action Group, April 2013 
Low income families will be £2.3 billion worse off as 

a result of the government’s welfare reforms, says 
the charity, Child Poverty Action Group. The charity 

has estimated that the cuts will take £2.3 billion 

away from the poorest households compared to last 
year, with the government spending £16.5 billion 

less on social security than it did as recently as 
2010/11. The new rules, to be phased in throughout 

April, include a cut in housing benefit for social 
housing tenants deemed to be over occupying their 

homes - the bedroom tax - the introduction of a 

household benefit cap and the end of the council tax 
benefit system. Benefit increases are also to be 

capped at 1 per cent for the next three years. 
http://www.cpag.org.uk/sites/default/files/Social%

20security%20and%20tax%20credit%20cuts%20-

%20losses%20for%20households%202010-

2014.pdf  

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmselect/cmcomloc/694/69402.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmselect/cmcomloc/694/69402.htm
http://www.npi.org.uk/files/New%20Policy%20Institute/BlackApril.pdf
http://www.npi.org.uk/files/New%20Policy%20Institute/BlackApril.pdf
http://www.jrf.org.uk/sites/files/jrf/poverty-housing-options-full.pdf
http://www.jrf.org.uk/sites/files/jrf/poverty-housing-options-full.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/182602/bis-13-p135-women-on-boards-2013.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/182602/bis-13-p135-women-on-boards-2013.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/182602/bis-13-p135-women-on-boards-2013.pdf
http://www.cpag.org.uk/sites/default/files/Social%20security%20and%20tax%20credit%20cuts%20-%20losses%20for%20households%202010-2014.pdf
http://www.cpag.org.uk/sites/default/files/Social%20security%20and%20tax%20credit%20cuts%20-%20losses%20for%20households%202010-2014.pdf
http://www.cpag.org.uk/sites/default/files/Social%20security%20and%20tax%20credit%20cuts%20-%20losses%20for%20households%202010-2014.pdf
http://www.cpag.org.uk/sites/default/files/Social%20security%20and%20tax%20credit%20cuts%20-%20losses%20for%20households%202010-2014.pdf
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The Housing Diversity Network’s Equality & Diversity Briefings 

are produced in association with the Centre for Local Economic 

Strategies (CLES). For further information on CLES please visit 

their website at www.cles.org.uk, contact Matthew Jackson on 

0161 233 1928 or email  

MatthewJackson@cles.org.uk 

Practitioner Group Updates 

If you or any of your colleagues are interested in joining any of the groups, please contact 

carla@housingdiversitynetwork.co.uk. As a practitioner you are welcome to attend any of the 

meetings and be added to all 3 email groups.  

Dates for the next meetings are: 

North West Equality & Diversity Network for Housing Practitioners  

The next Network Group meeting will be held on 04th September 2013 at South Lakes Housing, Cumbria  

 

Yorkshire and East Midlands Diversity Discussion Forum 

The next meeting will be held on the 17th July 2013, venue to be confirmed. 

 

North East Equality & Diversity Network for Housing Practitioners 

The next meeting will be held on the 24th July 2013 at Gentoo Group, Sunderland 

 

South & South West Equality & Diversity Forum 

The next Forum meeting will be held on the 5th June 2013 at Sovereign, Bristol  

Upcoming Events 

 

 Equalities & Welfare Reform Launch Event - North East  
24th May 2013, Livin, Farrell House, Arlington Way, DurhamGate, Spennymoor, County Durham  

 (To book a place or for more information please contact info@housingdiversitynetwork.co.uk) 

 HDN 2013 Mentoring Conference  

04th July 2013, Fazeley Studios, 191 Fazeley Street, Birmingham, B5 5SE  

  

 

 

http://www.cles.org.uk/
mailto:MatthewJackson@cles.org.uk%0d
mailto:carla@housingdiversitynetwork.co.uk.
mailto:jill@housingdiversitynetwork.co.uk.
mailto:info@housingdiversitynetwork.co.uk

