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Community Cohesion and Resilience – Acknowledging the role and 

contribution of housing providers! 

Some readers may recall an interesting project last year with colleagues at the Centre for 

Local Economic Strategies (CLES) around the impact welfare reform was having on wider 

equality and diversity issues. Wind forward to 2014 and we are this time working with 

CLES to take a fresh look at what our members are doing (and can do) to help make their 

communities become more  resilient and cohesive.   

As with the welfare reform and equalities research, we facilitated a focus group with E&D 

Practitioner Network colleagues (South and South West Forum) to look in more detail at 

some of the issues around community resilience and cohesion. 

The link below accesses the full report which not only captures current and recent 

examples of how providers are making their communities more resilient and cohesive but 

also includes a framework that all providers can now use to highlight their activity. 

 

Welfare reform is never far away from conversations around housing policy and practice 

and its worth looking at the full report to see just how frequently welfare reform now 

features in discussions around community resilience and cohesion!  

http://www.housingdiversitynetwork.co.uk/userfiles/file/factsheets-and-briefings/factsheets-

2014/cles-community-cohesion-report-february-2014.pdf 

 

Diversity Network Accreditation (DNA) – Mainstreaming Equality Good 

Practice Event 

One of the important parts of our 

Diversity Network Accreditation is to 

identify and share good practice across the 

sector. We are therefore holding the first 

of our ‘showcase’ events on April 30th in 

London hosted by HDN member Tower 

Hamlet Homes.  The theme of the event is 

‘Mainstreaming Equality: practical ways to 

achieve excellence’. This will be an 

opportunity for organisations who have been awarded DNA to highlight particular 

initiatives and areas of their work for others to learn from. Further details to follow but 

get the date in your diary now and please let us know if you’d like to attend. 

http://www.housingdiversitynetwork.co.uk/userfiles/file/factsheets-and-briefings/factsheets-2014/cles-community-cohesion-report-february-2014.pdf
http://www.housingdiversitynetwork.co.uk/userfiles/file/factsheets-and-briefings/factsheets-2014/cles-community-cohesion-report-february-2014.pdf
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Board Members Mentoring…the latest. 

Lord Matthew Taylor, Chair of the National Housing 

Federation in his opening address at the recent NHF 

Board Members Conference in London (7th and 8th 

February) highlighted the NHF’s support for the new 

Board Members Mentoring Programme we are now 

developing. We are delighted with the large number of 

Board Members from different parts of the country who 

registered their interest in finding out more and 

becoming potential sponsors. Interestingly, support 

from Board members for organisations based in 

Yorkshire and the North West at this stage seems 

strongest and it’s likely that we will want to work with 

NHF colleagues and sponsoring organisations in those two regions to now develop the new programme. 

 

Irrespective of which region your organisation is based, if you are interested in finding out more about this new 

exciting programme of support for board members please email us at 

boardmentoring@housingdiversitynetwork.co.uk 

  

HCA’s Equality Information 2013  

Below is the link for the recently published equality information from the HCA. This sets out how the Regulator 

intends to meet the 9 Equality Objectives it has established following a consultation process. Encouraging to note is 

that included in the Regulator’s Objectives is support for specific groups including Gypsy and Traveller 

communities, LGBT staff within the HCA, BME and faith communities, older people and those benefitting from 

more accessible housing. That the Regulator is clear in including these single issue strands as part of its Equality 

Objectives for 2014 should send a strong signal that providing the need is properly established organisations set up 

to provide housing for specific groups should continue to do so with renewed confidence!  

https://www.homesandcommunities.co.uk/article/equality-information-2013 

 

The Business Case for Diversity in Governance 

HDN, in partnership with Aksa Homes, are holding an event from 10.00 to 13.30 on the 4th March in Manchester 

exploring the business case for a diverse Board. The event will share the learning and experience from Aksa and 

draw on research from outside of the sector.  Topics to be covered include:  

-What can go wrong?  

-Key messages from recent research  

-Approaches to increasing diversity on Boards  
-Examples of Board Mentoring and Board Champion Project  

 

Places are only £20+VAT each for HDN members but are limited 

to two per organisation and on a first come first served basis. 

Places for non-members are £60+VAT each. 

 

Best wishes  

 

 

Clifton Robinson, Chief Executive HDN 

 

For further information on any of the above, please email me at Clifton@housingdiversitynetwork.co.uk 

 

To follow the view of the HDN Chair, please visit the Chair’s Blog on www.housingdiversitynetwork.co.uk 

mailto:boardmentoring@housingdiversitynetwork.co.uk
https://www.homesandcommunities.co.uk/article/equality-information-2013
mailto:Clifton@housingdiversitynetwork.co.uk
http://www.housingdiversitynetwork.co.uk
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Success for the Housing Sector in the Stonewall WEI 

 

Sexual orientation can be a relevant factor in many different aspects of work in the housing sector - for example, 

homelessness, domestic abuse, forced marriage or hate incidents.   So it’s important that we take lesbian, gay and 

bisexual inclusivity seriously, and talk about it on the same basis as all the other protected characteristics.   

 

It was therefore pleasing to see the housing sector represented  in Stonewall’s Top 100 Employers listing 

announced last month, with the 2014 list of gay-friendly employers being topped by HDN member Gentoo.  

Stonewall’s workplace equality index (WEI) recognises organisations’ work to create inclusive environments for 

lesbian, gay and bisexual (LGB) staff.  This national benchmarking of almost 400 public, private and third sector 

employers includes significant global players, so it is great to see an organisation active in the housing sector and 

beyond, achieving the top spot.  Not only is it the first time a housing provider has topped the list, it’s also the first 

time any organisation outside of London has achieved number 1 position.   

 

Pam Walton, E&D Co-ordinator at Gentoo said: “Although the WEI focuses on LGB inclusivity, the work involved in 

reaching the top actually helps support workplace equality in its widest sense.  Valuing people as individuals and recognising 

the unique contribution each person can make when supported to be themselves, is what this award is really all about.” 

 

Peter Walls, Chief Executive said: 

 “It’s the people at Gentoo who make our business great.  This award is not just a badge of honour for us, it’s part of who we 

are and what we do every day.  It’s vital that everyone feels able to be themselves so they can bring everything that makes 

them committed, motivated and excited into their day to day job, so we can deliver for our customers and partners.  

Everyone benefits when people can relax into themselves and give us everything they’ve got.  It’s very important to us. 

In a strange world, where so many things are upside down, it is definitely true that the greater diversity and richness of inputs 

we put in, we will qualitatively get better solutions out.  ” 

 

As well as Gentoo, it was great to see other HDN Members Tower Hamlets Homes and Genesis doing so well in 

the rankings and well done also to Metropolitan, Your Homes Newcastle, Riverside, South Tyneside Homes, 

Nottingham City Homes and Plus Dane Group for getting in the top 100. 

 

HDN are hoping to work with Gentoo and Stonewall later this year to share some of the great practice going on in 

the housing sector. If this would be of interest let us know and we’ll keep you updated. 
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Equality & Diversity 
News. 

Millions of homes across England 

and Wales, including all PRS homes 

and social homes, could be left 

without access to affordable flood 

insurance under a new scheme.  

Inside Housing, 22
nd

 January 2014 
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department of work and pensions, were 

localised to councils in April 2013. The removal 

of the £172 million fund, which was also used to 

pay for foodbanks and housing-related support, 

means that councils have to administer the 

provision through their general funds. 

http://www.insidehousing.co.uk/regulation/

government-scraps-fund-for-crisis-

loans/7001474.article 

PRS landlord to evict tenants on housing 

benefit 

Inside Housing, 6th January 2014 

A landlord in the private rented sector who owns 

1,000 properties has sent eviction letters to 

every tenant receiving housing benefit. Fergus 

Wilson owns the properties in Kent and has sent 

eviction notices to 200 tenants. He has also 

alerted letting agents that he will no longer 

accept tenants who require housing benefit. He 

said the move was economic and that he prefers 

Eastern European migrants to single mothers on 

benefits as they are more reliable in paying rent. 

Mr Wilson told The Guardian: ‘The gap is such 

that I have taken the decision to withdraw from 

taking tenants on housing benefit. From what I 

can gather just about all other landlords have 

done the same. Our situation is that not one of 

our working tenants is in arrears - all those in 

arrears are on housing benefit.’ 

http://www.insidehousing.co.uk/tenancies/prs-

landlord-to-evict-tenants-on-housing-

benefit/7001479.article 

Pickles denies large-scale PRS rejection of 

housing benefit tenants 

Inside Housing, 8th January 2014 

Eric Pickles has told an MP who raised the issue 

that private rented sector landlords are refusing 

to accept tenants who claim housing benefit to 

‘get out more’. During the Communities 

minister’s speech at the Labour housing debate 

in the House of Commons on 8th January, he 

was asked where people who are claiming 

housing benefit are meant to live if PRS 

landlords are turning them away. Debbie 

Stricter rules for EU migrants come 

into force 

Inside Housing, 2nd January 2014 

Migrants from the European Union will now 

have to wait for three months before they 

can claim out-of-work benefits after new 

rules came into effect this month. The new 

policy came into force on the same day as 

the lifting of rules governing the rights of 

Romanian and Bulgarian citizens to work in 

the United Kingdom. Under the new system, 

all EU jobseekers will face a three-month 

wait before they can apply for jobseeker’s 

allowance. The Department for Work and 

Pensions said applicants would have to 

answer more questions, such as how well 

they speak English and whether they have 

made an effort to find work, in order to 

pass the ‘habitual residence test’ allowing 

them to claim benefits. 

http://www.insidehousing.co.uk/stricter-

rules-for-eu-migrants-come-into-

force/7001444.article 

Government scraps fund for crisis 

loans 

Inside Housing, 3rd January 2014 

A fund aimed at providing support for 

people in crisis has been scrapped by the 

government prompting fears it could force 

vulnerable people to turn to payday lenders 

and loan sharks. The local welfare provision 

grant, which is mostly used to aid people 

who have short-term financial difficulties, 

such as benefit delays, will not be 

administered to local authorities in the 

2015/16 year, according to the latest local 

government finance settlement. Crisis loans 

schemes and community care grants, which 

were previously administered directly by the 

http://www.insidehousing.co.uk/regulation/government-scraps-fund-for-crisis-loans/7001474.article
http://www.insidehousing.co.uk/regulation/government-scraps-fund-for-crisis-loans/7001474.article
http://www.insidehousing.co.uk/regulation/government-scraps-fund-for-crisis-loans/7001474.article
http://www.insidehousing.co.uk/tenancies/prs-landlord-to-evict-tenants-on-housing-benefit/7001479.article
http://www.insidehousing.co.uk/tenancies/prs-landlord-to-evict-tenants-on-housing-benefit/7001479.article
http://www.insidehousing.co.uk/tenancies/prs-landlord-to-evict-tenants-on-housing-benefit/7001479.article
http://www.insidehousing.co.uk/stricter-rules-for-eu-migrants-come-into-force/7001444.article
http://www.insidehousing.co.uk/stricter-rules-for-eu-migrants-come-into-force/7001444.article
http://www.insidehousing.co.uk/stricter-rules-for-eu-migrants-come-into-force/7001444.article
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http://www.insidehousing.co.uk/legal/

reconsider-eviction-powers-against-riot-

offenders-says-committee/7001520.article 

Bedroom tax loophole could exempt 

40,000 wrongly identified as liable 

The Guardian, 9th January 2014 

Thousands of people have been wrongly 

identified as liable for the bedroom, including 

some who now face eviction or have been 

forced to move to a smaller property, as a 

result of an error by Department of Work 

and Pensions (DWP). Housing experts 

believe as many as 40,000 people could be 

affected by the mistake. The DWP says it 

believes only a "small number" of tenants 

are affected, which it estimates number 

5,000. All could be eligible for refunds worth 

on average at least £640 per claimant and 

millions in aggregate. The error affects 

working age tenants in social housing who 

have occupied the same home continuously 

since 1996. http://www.theguardian.com/

society/2014/jan/09/bedroom-tax-loophole-

exempt-liable-housing-benefit 

Amendment 'stigmatising' social 

tenants passes in House of Lords 

The Guardian, 9th January 2014 

A heavy defeat for the government in the 

House of Lords has paved the way for an 

amendment which ‘stigmatises’ social 

tenants. Following pressure from civil 

liberties campaigners, the Anti-Social 

Behaviour, Crime and Policing Bill was 

amended to define anti-social behaviour as 

conduct capable of causing ‘harassment, 

alarm or distress’. But when a social landlord 

applies for an injunction, the test will be 

behaviour ‘capable of causing noise and 

annoyance’, meaning those living on or near 

social housing can be penalised for a lower 

threshold of behaviour. Michael Gelling, chair 

of the Tenants’ and Residents’ Organisation 

of England, said: ‘Social housing tenants in 

this country are being classed as third class 

citizens, and all the legislation is stacked 

against us.’ 

http://www.insidehousing.co.uk/legal/

amendment-stigmatising-social-tenants-

passes-in-house-of-lords/7001558.article 

  

Abrahams, Labour MP for Oldham East and 

Saddleworth, said: ‘Private sector landlords 

are not allowing tenancies for people on 

benefits. Where are those people meant to 

live?’ He responded by telling the MP to ‘get 

out more and stop reading the papers’. 

http://www.insidehousing.co.uk/regulation/

pickles-denies-large-scale-prs-rejection-of-

housing-benefit-tenants/7001531.article 

Cameron branded 'out of touch' over 

housing benefit answer 

Inside Housing, 8th January 2014 

David Cameron failed to tackle private sector 

landlords refusing tenancies to people on 

housing benefit during prime minister’s 

questions on 8th January. Diane Abbott, MP 

for Hackney North, asked Mr Cameron about 

what he would do to help families that are 

working but are being refused 

accommodation by private sector landlords 

because they receive housing benefit. David 

Cameron did not comment on private sector 

landlords and instead focused on the efforts 

the government are making to cut the 

housing benefit bill and increase income tax. 

He said by cutting income tax from April, the 

government is helping hardworking families 

particularly those on minimum wage. 

http://www.insidehousing.co.uk/regulation/

cameron-branded-out-of-touch-over-housing-

benefit-answer/7001526.article 

 

Reconsider eviction powers against riot 

offenders, says committee 

Inside Housing, 8th January 2014 

Ministers are being urged by a cross party 

committee of MPs and peers to abandon 

plans to give new court orders to evict social 

tenants convicted of anti-social behaviour 

during riots. The joint human rights 

committee in its second legislative scrutiny of 

the Anti-Social Behaviour, Crime and Policing 

Bill has warned to evict tenants would be a 

‘punishment rather than a means of 

preventing harm to others’. The report 

added: ‘We recognised the seriousness of riot

-related offences, but we considered the 

custodial sentences imposed by courts to be 

a sufficient deterrent. We therefore 

recommended that the provision be deleted 

from the bill.’ 
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http://www.insidehousing.co.uk/legal/reconsider-eviction-powers-against-riot-offenders-says-committee/7001520.article
http://www.insidehousing.co.uk/legal/reconsider-eviction-powers-against-riot-offenders-says-committee/7001520.article
http://www.insidehousing.co.uk/legal/reconsider-eviction-powers-against-riot-offenders-says-committee/7001520.article
http://www.theguardian.com/society/housing
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http://www.insidehousing.co.uk/regulation/cameron-branded-out-of-touch-over-housing-benefit-answer/7001526.article
http://www.insidehousing.co.uk/regulation/cameron-branded-out-of-touch-over-housing-benefit-answer/7001526.article
http://www.insidehousing.co.uk/regulation/cameron-branded-out-of-touch-over-housing-benefit-answer/7001526.article
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/jt201314/jtselect/jtrights/108/10805.htm#a5
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G4S and Serco failing to house asylum 

seekers properly, says watchdog 

The Guardian, 10th January 2014 

Outsourcing companies G4S and Serco are 

failing to provide adequate housing for 

vulnerable asylum seekers or acquire 

habitable properties for them to live in, 

according to the government's spending 

watchdog. The government is seeking to 

recover rebates worth £3m and £4m 

respectively from the companies because of 

their poor performance, the National Audit 

Office has disclosed. It follows the 

introduction by the home secretary, Theresa 

May, of an outsourced £620m system called 

Compass to house 23,000 asylum seekers 

across Britain. Auditors are concerned that 

the system has also led to some claimants 

who earn above the legal threshold being 

given homes while other more needy families 

are losing out. The findings have been 

welcomed by charities which have become 

increasingly concerned by the way that the 

companies are managing the system. 

http://www.theguardian.com/business/2014/

jan/10/g4s-serco-asylum-seekers-

government   

 

Politicians praise report backing legal 

aid for housing cases 

Inside Housing, 16th January 2014 

Labour and Liberal Democrat politicians have 

praised a report calling for the return of legal 

aid provision for all housing cases. The Low 

Commission’s study into advice and legal 

support on social welfare law in England and 

Wales, said legal aid should be made 

available for housing cases involving 

disrepair and the right to quiet enjoyment. 

Under the current rules legal aid is only 

given for eviction cases. The report led by 

Lord Colin Low, a crossbencher, comes in the 

wake of cuts to legal aid set following the 

2012 Sentencing and Punishment of 

Offenders Act. It recommends urgent 

reforms to ensure the poorest and most 

vulnerable people can get help with housing, 

debt and welfare problems. 

http://www.insidehousing.co.uk/legal/

politicians-praise-report-backing-legal-aid-for

-housing-cases/7001653.article 

Thousands call for Benefits Street to be 

axed 

Inside Housing, 9th January 2014 

Thousands of people have signed a petition 

calling for Channel 4 documentary Benefits 

Street to be axed. According to Channel 4, 

the documentary series ‘reveals the reality of 

life on benefits’. However, the programme’s 

depiction of benefit claimants has angered 

some viewers, and an online petition calling 

for the programme to be scrapped has now 

attracted 8,397 signatures. The petition was 

started by Arshad Mahmood, who said he is 

claiming benefit because he is unable to work 

after surgery. The petition calls for the 

weekly show to be dropped and for Channel 

4 to make a donation to charity. Watchdog 

Ofcom has also reportedly received 300 

complaints. 

http://www.insidehousing.co.uk/tenancies/

thousands-call-for-benefits-street-to-be-

axed/7001545.article  

 

 

Housing benefit cuts for under-25s: 

young people again feel the worst of it 

The Guardian, 10th January 2014 

Homelessness is sadly becoming a reality for 

increasing numbers of young people, and 

plans floated yet again by the prime minister 

and chancellor this week to abolish housing 

benefit for under-25s will only make things 

worse. In laying out his plans to 

abolish housing benefit for under-25s, 

Chancellor George Osborne said: "There are 

plenty of people listening to this programme 

who can't afford to move out of their home, 

but there are people on benefits who can get 

housing benefit under the age of 25." About 

380,000 people aged under 25 are currently 

supported by housing benefit. Of these, 

204,000 are parents (mostly single mothers), 

at least 66,000 are working, and 28,000 are 

sick or disabled and claiming ESA. Around a 

quarter (99,000) are looking for work. 

http://www.theguardian.com/housing-

network/2014/jan/10/housing-benefit-under-

25-young-people-cuts 
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flood insurance under a new scheme. Flood 

Re is a government-backed flood insurance 

pooling scheme for high-risk properties 

which is scheduled to come into force in 

summer 2015. But an alliance of property 

industry leaders including the British 

Property Federation and the Council of 

Mortgage Lenders warned that exclusions 

will leave many millions of homes without 

any access to affordable flood insurance. The 

BPF and CML are calling for an amendment 

to the Water Bill. Richard Jones, policy 

director of Residential Landlords Association, 

says this ‘discrimination’ will hit local 

authorities, tenants and landlords alike. 

http://www.insidehousing.co.uk/repairs/

discrimination-against-social-homes-under-

new-flooding-proposals/7001749.article 

 

Arrears up by £1.7m for North West 

landlords 

Inside Housing, 23rd January 2014 

Rent arrears for 15 housing associations in 

North West England have risen by £1.7 

million over the past year, figures reveal. 

Data collected from social landlords 

operating in Merseyside, including Halton 

Housing Trust, Liverpool Mutual Homes and 

Riverside found that arrears had risen from 

£21.2million at the end of December 2012 to 

£22.9 million at the end of December 2013. 

Eight landlords in the collaborative survey 

said they had helped their tenants gain 

access to £9.1 million in benefits they had 

not previously been claiming in the 2013/14 

financial year. 

http://www.insidehousing.co.uk/tenancies/

arrears-up-by-%C2%A317m-for-north-west-

landlords/7001769.article  

  

Disabled tenants take bedroom tax to 

court of appeal 

The Guardian, 20th January 2014 

Five severely disabled people have brought a 

fresh legal challenge against the 

government's bedroom tax on the grounds 

that it is unjustified discrimination against the 

weak and vulnerable. The court of 

appeal hearing is scheduled to last three days 

and expected to highlight the predicament of 

those facing benefit cuts who cannot move 

home, require a spare bedroom for medical 

purposes or are unable to sublet to lodgers. 

In July the high court upheld the legality of 

the regulations, ruling that the government 

had justified its decision to impose the rules 

on disabled tenants. Human rights lawyers, 

charities, social landlords and advice agencies 

have all spoken out about the plight of 

people with disabilities who have been 

affected by the measure. 

http://www.theguardian.com/society/2014/

jan/20/disabled-tenants-bedroom-tax-court-

appeal-housing-benefit 

More landlords turn away housing 

benefit claimants 

The Guardian, 21st January 2014 

Changes to welfare payments and concerns 

about the new universal credit system mean 

that four in five landlords are unwilling to let 

properties to tenants who receive housing 

benefits, a survey has found. Recently it 

emerged that one of the UK's best-known 

landlords, Fergus Wilson, has served eviction 

notices to tenants claiming benefits. Now a 

survey by SpareRoom.co.uk has found that 

there has already been a sharp decline in the 

number of landlords offering homes to 

claimants. Almost six in 10 landlords (57%) 

said they refused to accept anyone on 

benefits now, specifically stating "no housing 

benefit tenants" in their adverts. 

http://www.theguardian.com/money/2014/

jan/21/landlords-turn-away-housing-benefit-

claimants  

'Discrimination' against social homes 

under new flooding proposals 

Inside Housing, 22nd January 2014 

Millions of homes across England and Wales, 

including all PRS homes and social homes, 

could be left without access to affordable 
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1.4 million Britons falling behind with 

the rent or mortgage 

Shelter, January 2014 

1.4 million people in Britain are falling behind 

with their rent or mortgage payments, 

according to a new YouGov survey for 

Shelter. The number of people struggling to 

pay their rent or mortgage each month 

has increased by 44% over the past year, 

to 7.8 million people. The research also 

reveals that over the past year almost a 

million people used a payday loan to help pay 

their rent or mortgage, and 2.8 million 

people used an unauthorised overdraft to help 

pay their rent or mortgage, and of those 10% 

did so every month.  

http://england.shelter.org.uk/news/

january_2013/1.4_million_britons_falling_behi

nd_with_the_rent_or_mortgage  

The 2013 Connected Housing Survey 

Visceral Business, January 2014 

The housing sector could do more to 

incorporate the voice of residents into its use 

of digital technology, a report has found. 

Consultancy Visceral Business carried out an 

analysis of 275 social landlords’ use of digital 

and social technology and ranked them. The 

Connected Housing Report 2013 said: ‘The 

housing sector has yet to incorporate the 

voice of its main stakeholders and those who 

use its services, the residents. Despite 

resident satisfaction levels routinely at 90 per 

cent or above, housing associations in this 

year’s top 100 have less than 0.5 per cent of 

the engagement levels of the top 100 UK 

charities on Facebook.’ The report also said 

that while associations have been using social 

and digital media over the last 12 months, 

there is still ’uncertainty about how best to 

use channels strategically for development 

and communications impact’. 

https://s3-eu-west-1.amazonaws.com/
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Households Below a Minimum Income 

Standard: 2008/9 To 2011/12 

Joseph Rowntree Foundation, 2014 

The number of households lacking a sufficient 

income to accommodate their minimum needs has 

shot up by a fifth over three years, a Joseph 

Rowntree Foundation report found. Of the 20 

million households examined, 4.7 million were 

below the line of adequate. This was a rise of 

900,000 households from the 3.8 million in 

2008/09. Measured by the minimum income 

standard, a figure designed to gauge what the 

public think is required for a minimum socially 

acceptable standard of living, the research by the 

Centre for Research in Social Policy at 

Loughborough University uses the latest available 

data on household incomes to monitor changes 

since the recession and its aftermath. The report 

concludes that the rise is caused by 

unemployment, falling benefit levels and an 

increase in people privately renting their homes, 

where disposable income is eaten up by high rents. 

http://www.jrf.org.uk/sites/files/jrf/household-

income-standards-full_0.pdf  

Young and Homeless 2013 

Homeless Link, January 2014 

With new research indicating that around 4 in 10 

young people become homeless because their 

parents are no longer willing to house them, 

umbrella body Homeless Link has reiterated its 

concerns about the proposal to restrict Housing 

Benefit for under-25 year olds and is urging that 

these proposals be dropped. The charity warns 

that this measure could damage the future 

prospects of those who are most in need of help. 

Research indicates that homelessness amongst 

under-25s is a significant issue. Government 

figures show that between 1 October 2012 and 30 

September 2013, 15,680 households headed by 

young people were accepted as statutory homeless 

in England. However, research by the charity 

Centrepoint in 2011, using wider data sets, 

estimated that at least 80,000 young people 

experience homelessness in the UK every year.  

http://homeless.org.uk/sites/default/files/site-

downloads/Young%20&%20Homeless%

202013.pdf  

 

 

4 in 10 young people become 

homeless because their parents are 

no longer willing to house them. 

Homeless Link, January 2014 
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The Housing Diversity Network’s Equality & Diversity Briefings 

are produced in association with the Centre for Local 

Economic Strategies (CLES). For further information on CLES 

please visit their website at www.cles.org.uk, contact Matthew 

Jackson on 0161 233 1928 or email  

MatthewJackson@cles.org.uk 

Practitioner Group Updates 

If you or any of your colleagues are interested in joining any of the groups, please contact 

carla@housingdiversitynetwork.co.uk. As a practitioner you are welcome to attend any of the meetings 

and be added to all 5 email groups.  

Dates for the next meetings are: 

North West Equality & Diversity Network for Housing Practitioners  

The next meeting is still to be confirmed. 

 

Yorkshire and East Midlands Diversity Discussion Forum 

The next meeting will be held on the 9th April 2014, venue to be confirmed. 

 

North East Equality & Diversity Network for Housing Practitioners 

The next meeting will be held on the 6th March 2014 at Cestria Community Housing, Durham. 

 

South & South West Equality & Diversity Forum 

The next Forum meeting will be held on the 5th March 2014 at Alliance Homes, Portishead. 

 

Midlands Equalities Forum 

The next meeting will be held on the 18th March 2014 at Worcester Community Housing, Worcester.  

Upcoming Events 

 HDN Workshop with Aksa Homes - The Business Case for Diversity: Good Governance  

 4th March 2014, Manchester  

 

For further information on the above events please contact carla@housingdiversitynetwork.co.uk . 

 

 

 

HDN Website - Jobs Page 

Check out our website for the latest jobs with Curo, L&Q Housing Trust, Symphony 
Group, Horton Housing, City South Manchester Housing Trust and many more  
http://www.housingdiversitynetwork.co.uk/jobs/  

http://www.cles.org.uk/
mailto:MatthewJackson@cles.org.uk%0d
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